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DETAILED ACTION 

Preliminary amendments to the specification received 03/24/2006 have been 
received and entered. Claims 1-12 and 14-15 are pending. This is a first Office action 
on the merits for application serial number 10/573,453 filed 03/24/2006. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 2-4 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 2, line 4, 
the phrase "appearance of the join" is confusing. For purposes of examination it is 
assumed the phrase is intended to read "appearance of the joining member." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, nnore than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3. 6-8. 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Heywood (US Patent 479.275). 

a. Regarding claim 1 , Heywood discloses an elongate joining member (B) 
(Fig. 2) for bridging a gap between a first and at least a second panel (J), each 
panel having a first surface and an opposed second surface (Fig. 3), the joining 
member comprising a flange member (bottom horizontal bar of B). an extension 
member (vertical leg of B) extending from said flange member and at least one 
retaining member (K) connected to said extension member, said at least one 
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retaining member being moveable relative to tlie extension member between a 
first configuration (Fig. 3) and a second configuration (Fig. 2) (lines 49-53) and 
wherein, in use, when in the second configuration, said at least one retaining 
member is insertable through said gap between the first and at least second 
panels (Fig. 3), said at least one retaining member is engagebale with at least 
apportion of the second surface of each panel and said flange member is 
engageable with at least a portion of the first surface of each panel such that said 
flange member substantially bridges the gap between said at least first and 
second panels (Fig. 3). 

b. Regarding claim 2, the flange member comprises a main body defined on 
one side by a first surface for engaging said at least a portion of the first surface 
of both the first and second panels and a second opposing side that presents the 
outward appearance of the joining member (Fig. 2). 

c. Regarding claim 3, the flange member is movable from a first 
configuration to a second configuration (lines 24-27). 

d. Regarding claim 5, the extension member is relatively straight and 
extends from a proximal end adjacent the flange member to a distal end (Fig. 
2,3). 

c. Regarding claim 6, the at least one retaining member comprises opposing 
first and second leg members (K) each connected to and disposed at an angle 
relative to the extension member (Fig. 2). 
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d. Regarding claim 7, the first and second leg members (K) extend from a 
first end that is connected to the extension member to a second end that is free 
from the extension member (Fig. 2,3). 

e. Regarding claim 8, the second end of the first leg member is engageable 
with the second surface of the first panel and the second end of the second leg 
member is engageable with the second surface of the second panel (Fig. 3). 

f. Regarding claim 1 0, the joining member is made from a resiliently flexible 
material since it is capable of being bent (lines 24-27, lines 49-53). 

g. Regarding claim 12, Heywood discloses a panel assembly (Fig. 3) 
comprising at least two panels (J), each having a first surface, a second opposed 
surface and side walls, said at least two panels arrange relative to one another 
such that a sidewall of one panel and a sidewall of a second panel define a gap 
therebetween (Fig. 3), said gap bridged by an elongate joining member (B) (Fig. 
2,3) comprising a flange member (bottom horizontal bar), an extension member 
(center vertical leg) extending from said flange member and at least one retaining 
member (K) connected to said extension member, said at least one retaining 
member being movable relative to the extension between a first configuration 
and a second configuration to allow insertion of said retaining member through 
said gap (lines 49-53) and wherein said at least one retaining member engages 
at least a portion of the second surface of each panel and said flange member 
engages at least a portion of the first surface of each panel such that said flange 
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member substantially bridges the gap between said at least first and second 
panels (Fig. 3). 

4. Claims 1 and 1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Grant, 
Jr. (US Patent 4.91 3,576). 

a. Regarding claim 1 , Grant, Jr. discloses an elongate joining member (Fig. 
2) for bridging a gap between a first and at least a second panel, each panel 
having a first surface and an opposed second surface (Fig. 2), the joining 
member comprising a flange member (14), an extension member (1 2) extending 
from said flange member and at least one retaining member (16) connected to 
said extension member, said at least one retaining member being moveable, or 
capable of being moved, relative to the extension member between a first 
configuration and a second configuration and wherein, in use, when in the 
second configuration, said at least one retaining member is insertable through 
said gap between the first and at least second panels (Fig. 2), said at least one 
retaining member is engagebale with at least a portion of the second surface of 
each panel and said flange member is engageable with at least a portion of the 
first surface of each panel such that said flange member substantially bridges the 
gap between said at least first and second panels (Fig. 2). 

b. Regarding claim 1 1 , the retaining member includes a single leg member 
(16) connected to the extension member. 

5. Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tamlyn (US Patent 6.018,924). 
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a. Regarding claim 14, Tamlyn discloses an elongate joining member (1 0) for 
bridging a gap between a first (48) and at least a second panel (14), each panel 
having a first surface and an opposed second surface (Fig.), the joining member 
comprising a flange member (42), and at least two extension members (legs 44) 
extending from said flange member, each extension member being member 
being moveable relative to each other between a first configuration and a second 
configuration and wherein, in use, when in their second configuration, said at 
least two extension members are insertable through said gap between the first 
and at least second panels, at least one of said extension members further 
including at least one retaining member (Fig.) such that when the at least two 
extension members are Inserted through said gap, said at least one retaining 
member is engageable with at least a portion of the second surface of a panel 
and said flange member is engageable with at least a portion of the first surface 
of each panel such that said flange member substantially dirges the gap between 
at least first and second panels (Fig.). 

b. Regarding claim 15, the two extension members comprise two resiliently 
flexible legs (44) (Fig.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Heywood 
(US Patent 479.275) in view of Ruff et al (US Patent 4.067.1 55). Regarding claim 4. 
Heywood discloses a flange member that is movable between different configurations, 
which inherently includes a domed configuration. Heywood does not disclose that the 
flange member is movable between a substantially domed configuration to a 
substantially flat configuration and wherein, in the second substantially flat 
configuration, the first surface of the flange member is substantially flush with the two 
panels. However, it is notoriously well known in the art of device joining connectors that 
movable joining members can be movable between a substantially domed configuration 
to a substantially flat configuration and wherein, in the second substantially flat 
configuration, the first surface of the flange member is substantially flush with two 
panels. For example, Ruff et al. discloses a joining member (10) for bridging the gap 
between two panels (Fig. 4) that is movable between a substantially domed 
configuration (Fig. 2) to a substantially flat configuration (Fig. 4) and wherein, in the 
second substantially flat configuration, the first surface of the flange member is 
substantially flush with the two panels (Fig. 4) in order to completely seal the gap. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Heywood to include 
a substantially domed configuration moving into a substantially flat configuration 
wherein, in the second substantially flat configuration, the first surface of the flange 
member is substantially flush with the two panels, such as taught by Ruff et al., in order 
to make the flange better cover the entire gap between the two panels. 
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8. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Heywood 
(US Patent 479,275). Regarding claim 9, Heywood discloses the invention as claimed 
except for the second end of the first and second leg members including a grooved or 
serrated face to engage the second surfaces of the panels. However, Heywood 
discloses a beaded face (L) in order to better engage the second surfaces of the panels. 
It would have been a matter of obvious design choice to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the same time the invention was made to form the second end of the first and second 
leg members with a groove or serrations, as Heywood is concerned with enhancing the 
gripping qualities of the second end. Furthermore, Applicant admits in the disclosure 
that any other means besides grooved or serrated faces can used to grip the second 
surfaces of the panels as long as it is further securing the joining device between the 
panels (page 5, lines 31-35). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth A. Plummer whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30- 
5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6842. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 
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